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Background of Psalms 24
	The Psalm was composed by David after he bought the Temple Mount, and his intention when composing it was that it could be sung by his Solomon during the dedication of the temple. In verses 7 and 9 of the psalm, he instructs the Temple gates to open and receive the glory of God at that time. According to Talmud notes, when Solomon came to dedicate the temple. The gates refused to open and only after praying for them to open in the merit of his father David did, they open. During the temple service, this psalm was stated as the Psalm of the day for the first day of the week (Sunday), and was sung by the Levites after they offered the regular daily offering (tamid). The tradition continued all over and the psalm is sung on Sundays in all synagogues all over the world. According to Christianity, the psalms usually refer to the kingdom of Christ and in verses 7-10, it shows his ascension to heaven. It states that, “He who, fresh form the cross and the tomb no rides through the gates of New Jerusalem is higher than the heavens; great an everlasting as they are, those gates of pearl are all unworthy of him before whom the heavens are not pure, and who charges his angels with folly. Lift up your heads, O ye gates.”
	The psalm was also written to celebrate the return of the ark to Jerusalem from its place of storage. In the book of Samuel, we read that David was afraid of the Lord and asked how the ark would ever come to him and psalm 24 gives the lessons learnt from that experience. After the ark was successfully brought to Jerusalem, the people celebrated but also it was an occasion of great reverence. The words of Psalms 24 serve as an anthem to be sung as God enters the city. Although God was already present among the people in Jerusalem, this entrance shows official entrance of God into Jerusalem. The psalm begins with acknowledging who God is, He is the creator of all things. Then there is a question about who may come before such a holy and mighty God and it states that that person would be blessed indeed.
Outline of the Psalm
· V-1 The earth belongs to the Lord and the right that man has to the world is given to him by God for a little while.
· V-2 The earth was founded upon the waters so as it would become the body of plants, animals and man. The whole idea of these verse is that the earth is what it is because that’s how God founded it.
· V-3 “Who shall ascend into the hill of the Lord?” the hill is Mount Zion and it was a place of worship and the idea is who is worthy to dwell here
· V-4 “He who hath cleans hands” meaning those to be a worship must be an upright man. “and a pure heart”, they should have a pure heart. “who hath not lifted up his soul unto vanity” meaning they should not have set their heart on false or vain things.
· V-5 “and righteousness from God of his salvation” meaning he would obtain the divine approval of his righteousness.
· V-6 “that seek thy face, O Jacob” this is characteristic of all in the race of Jacob or those who are God’s true people.
· V-7 “the king of glory shall come in” it gives the illusion that God is king.





Key Concepts in the Psalm
The first term is the mountain of Yahweh, which is Mount Zion. God says that “as for Me, I have installed My king upon Zion, My holy Mountain”. The holy mountain was a place of worship and it is a surrogate for Jerusalem. The other term is ‘holy place’ which is used only twice in psalms, and it represents the general loci of the temple worship, from whence Yahweh blessings overflow for his people. Another term is ‘lift up and vain things’, where lift up is repeated severally in the psalm. The term brings out a singularity of religious devotion in the psalter. Another one is ‘vain things’ which is used to directly refer to idols. Therefore, the phrase ‘lift up his soul to vain things’ is a reference to idol worship and is a devotion exacted by Yahweh to his worshippers. ‘King of Glory’ is a term used to refer to the majestic or glorious king. ‘Yahweh of Hosts’ is a name that shows the power of God as the God of Israel armies and is mean to show Yahweh as the Israel’s mighty warrior and he who commands the armies of Israel in order to establish the kingdom of David.

Parallelism in Psalm 24
	The first one is the parallelism of specification, whereby each exceeding stich makes more specific what the opening stich states in general. Examples is “the whole earth is Yahweh’s and the fullness of it”, the habitable world is Yahweh’s and they that inhabit it. Another example is “who shall go up into the mountain of Yahweh meaning who shall stand up in his holy place. This parallelism moves from general to specific
	Parallelism of alteration with intensification. Alteration is whereby there are a number of members that have a certain correspondence. Intensification is when the second stich of restates the first one in a more extreme way. Example is “Yahweh’s right to the city” that is lift up so that the king of glory may come in.
Figures of Speech 
	The first one is Metonymy which is a figure by which one name or noun is used instead of another with a certain relation. For example, the Mountain of Yahweh refers to Jerusalem. Innocent hands are used to refer to clean heart, innocent hand refers to someone’s practical life while a clean heart is more of an inward attitude and motive of the worshipper and they together they emphasize on the holiness and devotion required for a worshipper.
	Anthropopatheia is a figure used to describe human passions and actions and the Hebrews called it the way of the sons of man. It used in V 7-10 to present Yahweh as having entered Jerusalem through the city wall gates. Personification is used in the psalm where the gates are given command to open and Jerusalem is referred to in feminine pronouns and is presented as having daughters and children. Epistrophe is also used which is a figure where the same word is repeated as the end of successive sentences instead of being used at the beginning. It highlights Yahweh as the king of glory and hat he enters and dwells in Jerusalem.
Purpose of psalms 24
The psalm has a purpose and it written to celebrate the return of the ark to Jerusalem from its place of storage. In the book of Samuel, we read that David was afraid of the Lord and asked how the ark would ever come to him and psalm 24 gives the lessons learnt from that experience. After the ark was successfully brought to Jerusalem, the people celebrated but also it was an occasion of great reverence. The words of Psalms 24 serve as an anthem to be sung as God enters the city. Although God was already present among the people in Jerusalem, this entrance shows official entrance of God into Jerusalem
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